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CALL FOR THE MEETING FOR ORGANIZATION 

OF A NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 

UNIVERSITY PROFESSORS* 

The scientific and specialized interests of members of 
American university faculties are well cared for by various 
learned societies. No organization exists, however, which at 
once represents the common interests of the teaching staffs 
and deals with the general problems of university policy. 
Believing that a society, comparable to the American Bar 
Association and the American Medical Association in kindred 
professions, could be of substantial service to the ends for 
which universities exist, members of the faculties of a number 
of institutions have undertaken to bring about the formation 
of a national Association of University Professors. The 
general purposes of such an Association would be to facilitate 
a more effective co-operation among the members of the 
profession in the discharge of their special responsibilities as 
custodians of the interests of higher education and research 
in America; to promote a more general and methodical dis- 
cussion of problems relating to education in higher institutions 
of learning; to create means for the authoritative expression 
of the public opinion of college and university teachers; to 
make collective action possible; and to maintain and advance 
the standards and ideals of the profession. The specific 
activities in which these general purposes may best find 
expression will, of course, become fully evident only through 
experience. There is, however, already manifest among 
university teachers an interest in such matters as the proper 
organization of departments, and their relation to one another; 
the relations of instruction and research, both in colleges 
and graduate schools; the adjustment of graduate to under- 
graduate instruction, and of professional studies to both; the 
possibility of co-operation between universities to prevent 
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unnecessary duplication of effort; the effectiveness of the 
manner in which the university teaching profession is now 
recruited; the problem of graduate fellowships and scholar- 
ships; the desirability and practicability of an increased 
migration of graduate students; the suitable recognition 
of intellectual eminence, and the manner of awarding 
honorary degrees; the proper conditions of the tenure of 
the professorial office; methods of appointment and pro- 
motion, and the character of the qualifications to be con- 
sidered in either case; the function of faculties in university 
government; the relations of faculties to trustees; the im- 
partial determination of the facts in cases in which serious 
violations of academic freedom are alleged. It may be ex- 
pected that the Association will from time to time take up 
the consideration of subjects of this character, will create 
committees for the purpose of ascertaining the experience and 
the existing practice of the American universities in such 
matters, and will, at its annual meetings, discuss the com- 
mittees' reports and make recommendations upon the ques- 
tions which these reports may raise. It would also appear de- 
sirable that the Association should, as soon as its financial 
condition makes this possible, establish an annual, semi- 
annual or quarterly periodical, devoted to the discussion of 
similar questions and to the interchange of information 
respecting the policies and activities of the different univer- 
sities. 

Those concerned in the organization of the Association do 
not, however, desire in any way to determine its programme 
in advance. What seems to them essential is that, in the 
working out of a national policy of higher education and 
research, the general body of university teachers shall exercise 
an effectual influence; that in the determination of the future 
of the profession, the profession itself shall have a voice; that 
issues hereafter arising which may seriously affect the work 
of the universities, or the usefulness, dignity, or standards of 
the professorate, shall be dealt with only after careful con- 
sideration and wide discussion. These essentials appear 
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unlikely to be realized, unless there exist some organization 
fairly representative of the ideals, the interests and the point 
of view of the profession as such. 

COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATION 



Agriculture 
H. B. Mumford, Illinois 

Astronomy 
G. C. Comstock, Wisconsin 

Biological Sciences 
C. E. Bessey, Nebraska 
E. G. Conklin, Princeton 
R. G. Harrison, Yale 
Theodore Hough, Virginia 

Chemistry 
G. B. Frankforter, Minnesota 
Julius Stieglitz, Chicago 

Classical Philology 
C. D. Adams, Dartmouth 
E. Capps, Princeton 

Economics 
M. A. Aldrich, Tulane 
Alvin Johnson, Cornell 

Education and Psychology 
John Dewey, Columbia 

Engineering 
Guido Marx, Stanford 

English 
J. W. Bright, Johns Hopkins 
C. M. Gayley, California 
J. S. P. Tatlock, Michigan 

* Died November 19, 1914. 



Geology 
W. Hobbs, Michigan 

Germanic Philology 
M. G. Learned, Pennsylvania 

History 
W. E. Dodd, Chicago 
S. B. Harding, Indiana 

Law 
Percy Bordwell, Iowa 
Roscoe Pound, Harvard 

Mathematics 
C. J. Keyser, Columbia 
Henry Taber, Clark 

Medicine 
*C. S. Minot, Harvard 

Oriental Languages 
Morris Jastrow, Pennsylvania 

Philosophy 
A. 0. Lovejoy, Johns^Hopkins 
Frank Thilly, Cornell 

Physics 
C. E. Mendenhall, Wisconsin 

Political Science 
J. W. Garner, Illinois 
Isidor Loeb, Missouri 
W. B. Munro, Harvard 

Romance Philology 
F. M. Warren, Yale 



